《Scofield Reference Notes – Judges》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of Judges 

This book takes its name from the thirteen men raised up to deliver Israel in the declension and disunion which followed the death of Joshua. Through these men Jehovah continued His personal government of Israel. The key-verse to the condition of Israel is ( Judges 17:6 ), "Every man did that which was right in his own eyes." Two facts stand out--the utter failure of Israel; the persistent grace of Jehovah. In the choice of the Judges is illustrated Zechariah's great word ( Zechariah 4:6 ), "not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord"; and Paul's word ( 1 Corinthians 1:25 ), "not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called." 

The book records seven apostasies, seven servitudes to seven heathen nations, seven deliverances. The spiritual parallel is found in the history of the professing church since the Apostles, in the rise of sects and the lost sense of the unity of the one body ( 1 Corinthians 12:12 1 Corinthians 12:13 ). 

Judges is in two parts: 

1. 1-16 inclusive; key-verse, Judges2:18. 

2. 17-21; key-verse, Judges21:25. 

The events recorded in Judges cover a period of 305 years (Ussher). 

01 Chapter 1 
02 Chapter 2 
2:1  And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you. 

angel 

See note. (See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

2:9  And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnathheres, in the mount of Ephraim, on the north side of the hill Gaash. 

Timmathheres 

Timnathserah. Joshua 19:50 . 

2:13  And they forsook the LORD, and served Baal and Ashtaroth. 

Ashtaroth 

Ashtaroth, plural of Ashtoreth 1 Kings 11:5 were figures of Ashtoreth the Phoenician goddess (the Astarte of the Greeks), which were worshipped as idols during times of spiritual declension in Israel. ; Judges 10:6 ; 1 Samuel 7:3 1 Samuel 7:4 ; 12:10 ; 31:10 ; 1 Kings 11:5 1 Kings 11:33 ; 2 Kings 23:13 . Jeremiah refers Jeremiah 44:18 Jeremiah 44:19 to Ashtoreth as the "queen of heaven." 

2:18  And when the LORD raised them up judges, then the LORD was with the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge: for it repented the LORD because of their groanings by reason of them that oppressed them and vexed them. 

judges 

The judges were tribesmen in Israel upon whom the Lord laid the burden of Israel's apostate and oppressed state. They were the spiritual ancestors of the prophets; that is to say, men raised up of God, the theocratic King, to represent Him in the nation. They were patriots and religious reformers because national security and prosperity were inseparably connected with loyalty and obedience to Jehovah. Not one of the chosen deliverers had anything whereof to glory in the flesh. Othniel was but the son of the younger brother of Caleb; Ehud was a left-handed man and an assassin; Shamgar, a rustic with an ox-goad; Deborah, a woman; Gideon, of an obscure family in the smallest tribe, etc. Each of the classes mentioned in 1 Corinthians 1:27 1 Corinthians 1:28 is illustrated among the judges. 

repented 

(See Scofield "Zechariah 8:14") . 

03 Chapter 3 
3:7  And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and forgat the LORD their God, and served Baalim and the groves. 

Groves 

Groves, like high places, have been associated with idolatrous worship from time immemorial. The Heb. asherah, trans. grove means also the idol enshrined there. Deuteronomy 16:21 . This idol seems often to have been a sacred tree, the figure of which is constantly found on Assyrian monuments. In apostate Israel, however, such groves were associated with every form of idolatry, e.g. 2 Kings 17:16 2 Kings 17:17 . 

(See Scofield "1 Kings 3:2") and Ashtaroth See Scofield " Judges 2:13 ". 

04 Chapter 4 
4:2  And the LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor; the captain of whose host was Sisera, which dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles. 

sold them 

See, 1 Samuel 12:9 ; Psalms 83:9 . It seems to concern only north Israel. 

4:13  And Sisera gathered together all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the people that were with him, from Harosheth of the Gentiles unto the river of Kishon. 

gathered 

gathered by cry, or, proclamation. 

05 Chapter 5 

5:23  Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the LORD, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; because they came not to the help of the LORD, to the help of the LORD against the mighty. 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

06 Chapter 6 

6:21  Then the angel of the LORD put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the LORD departed out of his sight. 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

6:22  And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the LORD, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord GOD! for because I have seen an angel of the LORD face to face. 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

6:25  And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said unto him, Take thy father's young bullock, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the grove that is by it: 

grove 

See, Deuteronomy 16:21 . (See Scofield "Judges 3:7") . 

07 Chapter 7 

08 Chapter 8 

8:1  And the men of Ephraim said unto him, Why hast thou served us thus, that thou calledst us not, when thou wentest to fight with the Midianites? And they did chide with him sharply. 

Ephraim 

Cf. Judges 12:1 ; 2 Samuel 2:8 ; 1 Kings 12:16 . Here begins that deep-rooted division in Israel which culminated in the division of Solomon's kingdom under Jeroboam and Rehoboam. 

09 Chapter 9 

9:15  And the bramble said unto the trees, If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come and put your trust in my shadow: and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon. 

trust 

(See Scofield "Psalms 2:12") 

10 Chapter 10 

10:4  And he had thirty sons that rode on thirty ass colts, and they had thirty cities, which are called Havothjair unto this day, which are in the land of Gilead. 

Havothjair 

Or, The villages of Jair. Numbers 32:41 . 

11 Chapter 11 

11:29  Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead, and Manasseh, and passed over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over unto the children of Ammon. 

Jephthah 

Jephthah seems to have been judge only of northeast Israel. 

12 Chapter 12 

12:6  Then said they unto him, Say now Shibboleth: and he said Sibboleth: for he could not frame to pronounce it right. Then they took him, and slew him at the passages of Jordan: and there fell at that time of the Ephraimites forty and two thousand. 

Shibboleth 

Signifying a stream or flood. 

12:8  And after him Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel. 

Ibzan 

He seems to have been only a civil judge in northeast Israel. 

13 Chapter 13 

13:3  And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son. 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

13:17  And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, What is thy name, that when thy sayings come to pass we may do thee honour? 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

13:21  But the angel of the LORD did no more appear to Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was an angel of the LORD. 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

13:22  And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God. 

God 

(See Scofield "John 1:18") . 

14 Chapter 14 

15 Chapter 15 

15:17  And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his hand, and called that place Ramathlehi. 

Ramathlehi 

The hill of the jawbone. 

15:19  But God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw, and there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived: wherefore he called the name thereof Enhakkore, which is in Lehi unto this day. 

Enhakkore 

The well of him that cried. 

16 Chapter 16 

16:20  And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him. 

wist not 

Contra, Exodus 34:29 . 

16:31  Then his brethren and all the house of his father came down, and took him, and brought him up, and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the buryingplace of Manoah his father. And he judged Israel twenty years. 

judged 

The character and work of Samson are alike enigmatical. Announced by an angel Judges 13:1-21 . He was a Nazarite ; Numbers 6:1-27 ; Judges 13:5 who constantly defiled his Nazarite separation through fleshly appetites. Called of God to judge Israel, and endued wonderfully with the Spirit, he wrought no abiding work for Israel, and perished in captivity to his enemies the Philistines. What was real in the man was his mighty faith in Jehovah in a time of doubt and apostasy, and this faith God honoured Hebrews 11:32 . 

17 Chapter 17 

17:13  Then said Micah, Now know I that the LORD will do me good, seeing I have a Levite to my priest. 

Now know I 

A striking illustration of all apostasy. With his entire departure from the revealed will of God concerning worship and priesthood, there is yet an exaltation of false priesthood. Saying, "Blessed be thou of Jehovah," Micah's mother makes an idol; and Micah expects the blessing of Jehovah because he has linked his idolatry to the ancient levitical order. 

18 Chapter 18 

18:7  Then the five men departed, and came to Laish, and saw the people that were therein, how they dwelt careless, after the manner of the Zidonians, quiet and secure; and there was no magistrate in the land, that might put them to shame in any thing; and they were far from the Zidonians, and had no business with any man. 

Laish 

called Leshem. Joshua 19:47 . 

19 Chapter 19 

19:24  Behold, here is my daughter a maiden, and his concubine; them I will bring out now, and humble ye them, and do with them what seemeth good unto you: but unto this man do not so vile a thing. 

vile 

the matter of this folly. 

20 Chapter 20 

21 Chapter 21 

21:3  And said, O LORD God of Israel, why is this come to pass in Israel, that there should be to day one tribe lacking in Israel? 

tribe 

There is here no mourning for sin, no humbling because of national transgression, no return to Jehovah. Accordingly, no word from Jehovah comes to them. They act wholly in self-will ( Judges 21:10 ). CF. ; 21:10 ; Daniel 9:3-13 . 

21:6  And the children of Israel repented them for Benjamin their brother, and said, There is one tribe cut off from Israel this day. 

repented 

(See Scofield "Zechariah 8:14") . 

